VOLUNTEER UPDATE
APRIL 8, 2011 
VOLUNTEERS ARE WELCOME (and needed) 365 DAYS A YEAR!

This is your place to find out how you can best help our animals!  We encourage you to visit this site, and the shelter, early and often!

IT’S HERE!  IT’S REALLY HERE!  

our NEW, AND WE MEAN BRANd SPANKIN’ NEW DRYER HAS ARRIVED!  

NO MORE DOING THINGS THE OLD FASHIONED WAY!  

The new dryer will accept two loads of wash at a time.  Remember to clean the lint screen each time and set for 60 minutes to dry (5 minutes cool down).

If you need assistance, ask any staff member.  They’ll be glad to help!
REMEMBER, ALL CLEAN LAUNDRY IS IN WHITE BASKETS, ANY OTHER COLOR BASKET IS DIRTY. 
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A HEARTFELT  THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS WHO WORKED TIRELESSLY TO GET US THROUGH THIS CRISIS WHEN WE WERE WITHOUT OUR DRYER.  THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO PITCHED IN EVERY TIME YOU VISITED THE SHELTER.  THANKS TO THOSE OF YOU WHO TOOK LAUNDRY HOME TO DRY IN YOUR OWN MACHINE AND THOSE OF YOU WHO MADE THE REGULAR PILGRIMAGE TO THE LAUNDROMAT.  THANKS TO THE MANY OF YOU WHO MADE DONATIONS TO PURCHASE THE NEW MACHINE, AS WELL AS THOSE WHO OPENED YOUR WALLET TO PAY TO DRY OUR BLANKETS AND TOWELS AT THE LAUNDROMAT.  

OUR ACL STAFF WOULD LIKE TO SAY THANK YOU!

AND OUR ANIMALS THANK YOU TOO FOR ALWAYS PROVIDING THEM  CLEAN SOFT BEDDING TO SLEEP ON.  
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You painted the room what!?!
The vote is in and we have a “thumbs up” from everyone who has taken a peek at the new purple and green feline rooms?  Thanks to some very special volunteers, armed with brushes and rollers, the ACL painting party was a success.  All rooms were painted on time and are now looking great!  Thanks to everyone who gave up their Sunday to help the shelter provide more adoption space.  Bottom line is more space will allow ACL to help even more animals!  It was  great painting with everyone, visiting with old friends and making some new ones!  Thanks from everyone at ACL!


HAVE YOU EVER SEEN A THREE DAY OLD KITTEN?

WHEN DOES A BABY KITTEN OPEN THEIR EYES?

WHAT’S A THREE WEEK OLD KITTEN LOOK LIKE?

HOW DO YOU FEED A BABY KITTEN?
IS THERE REALLY A KITTEN SEASON?
Yes, Virginia, there is a kitten season and it’s starting soon and will continue ‘til the first flakes fly.

To prepare for the arrival of the many kittens that are soon to arrive, acl is looking for persons who are interested in learning to bottle feed baby kittens.   When “bottle babies” arrive they cannot stay at the shelter for even a day.  They must immediately go into foster care.  If you are home during the daytime and would consider fostering a “bottle baby”, even for a short period of time, we would like to show you how.  

To participate in this training you must be over the age of 21 and home during the daytime hours. 

Learning how to feed does not commit you to becoming a foster.  Please contact jill @ 708-848-8155 for more information. 
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Do you look forward to visits to Home Depot? 

Keeping the ACL in good repair is not an easy task when we want our dollars benefiting the animals rather than upkeep, and ACL never runs out of those odd jobs that come up from time to time and sometimes all the time!  These repairs are small but do require a little “know how”.   To help us meet these needs (and not wear out our welcome with any one individual) we would like to compile a list of names to call if a small repair need arises. 
If you have the skills and are willing to lend us a hand from time to time, please contact Marci at 708-848-8155 or via email at marci@animalcareleague.org.  It will really be appreciated!
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TO OUR VOLUNTEERS!

Everyone has been doing a great job helping out, not only by working with the animals, but working for them too!  Thanks for lending a hand with dishes, laundry, etc.  Remember that there are many activities outside of the shelter that you can help with too!  
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CANINE CORNER:
(A LITTLE SOMETHING TO CHEW ON)
Question and answer:  What are the little buckets on the dog kennels for? 
So you can hand feed our dogs!  All dogs are now hand fed or fed from chew toys daily.  
Here’s what we would like you to do:
· Grab a handful of dog food from the bucket on the front of each dog’s kennel.

· Feed through cage one piece at a time when the dog is behaving calm and friendly.

· Enter cage and feed the dog one piece at a time if the dog is approved for your level of training.

· Present food in closed hand and give when the dog is licking hand or mouthing gently.

How does this benefit the dogs?
· Hand feeding helps our dogs learn to be gentle with people’s hands.
· Hand feeding will increase the amount of social interaction with

people for each dog, making each dog more confident and friendly

toward potential adopters.



 HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.clipartguide.com/_small/0808-0710-1117-1755.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartguide.com/_pages/0808-0710-1117-1755.html&h=300&w=300&sz=5&tbnid=0hvaI-xuSU2sGM:&tbnh=116&tbnw=116&prev=/images%3Fq%3Ddog%2Bbone%2Bclipart&zoom=1&q=dog+bone+clipart&usg=__fDKHOKdUf-yuIHvg0vC6p9eY4jw=&sa=X&ei=5iiFTaPiMqGG0QGskK3jCA&ved=0CBoQ9QEwAQ" 
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IT’S POTTY BREAK TIME 
and

THE DOGS ARE
COUNTING ON YOU!

We need lots of volunteers to visit the shelter between 8-9 a.m., 1-2 p.m. and 6-7 p.m.
What is a “Potty Break” and what do I do?
· When you arrive, check the board for dogs of your level that have not received a potty break for the above times.  Before you do any other walking, give each of these dogs a 5 minute potty break. 

· Fill your apron with poop bags and treats

· Leash and walk each dog to potty area across street from shelter

· Wait 3 minutes

· Reward each dog for pee and/or poop with FOOD reward

· Return dog to kennel

· Mark whether dog peed or pooped on board
· Move on to the next dog of your level and repeat process

Why is this so important?
Regular potty breaks will help each dog work on housebreaking or maintain good potty habits (very important for the dogs as well as adopters).
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2ND CHANCE 
SHOP

Did you know that there’s a resale shop in Oak Park where every single penny benefits our animals?
It’s a special place where you never know what you might find, who you might meet, and what feline friend you might encounter.  And its sole purpose is to benefit the animals of the ACL! 

 Our 2nd Chance Shop is located at 808 Harrison, just a few blocks east of the shelter on the north side of the expressway.  Show your support by donating items, buying your treasures from the shop, adopting one of our cats, or even volunteering to work at the shop!    

Take some time to check it out!  
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WHAT’S THE GOOD NEWS!

Since March 15th we’ve had lots of adoptions!  Here’s how they added up:
[image: image15.png]


  24 cats adopted!
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 21 dogs adopted!  

                                                     [image: image17.png]


Two bunnies too!

This brings 2011 total adoptions to. . .
90 cat adoptions

98 dog adoptions

2 bird adoptions

. . . AND 3 bunnies

For a total of 193 adopts! 
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The ACL staff work daily to keep in step with the best ways to serve our animals.  From improving animal health and behavior through drawing adopters to our door and helping them find, and ultimately adopt a new companion animal.   How we care for our critters changes regularly and expectations for our volunteers change too.   To stay in tune with these changes we need you to visit the shelter and the “Volunteer Update” regularly.

WATCH FOR SIGNS AT THE VOLUNTEER STATION FOR EVEN MORE WAYS TO HELP!

Just a reminder:
All volunteers start as green level volunteers.  Green Level Volunteers may walk/play with green level dogs as well as cats/kittens that are out of cages. Anyone wearing a different color apron has earned it by contributing regular time at the shelter and taking additional training for that level.
And another reminder. . . remember to dispose of poop bags only on ACL property.  
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TAKE NOTE!  Parking on the south side of Garfield is posted as a loading/drop-off zone at specified times.  Also, the driveway next to the shelter is private property.  Please obey all signs and park appropriately.
BARKS AND MEOWS, BUNNY NOSE WIGGLES TOO!

FROM ALL THE CRITTERS AT ACL!
I looked at all the caged animals in the shelter. . . the cast-

offs of human society.  I saw in their eyes love and hope,

fear and dread, sadness and betrayal.  And I was angry.

“God,” I said, “this is terrible!  Why don’t you do

something?”

God was silent for a moment, and then He spoke softly, “I

have done something,”  He replied, “ I created You.”
If you have questions, concerns, or ideas to share, please contact Marci at volunteer@animalcareleague.org.
THANK YOU FOR VISITING THE VOLUNTEER UPDATE!
TO VIEW THE VOLUNTEER UPDATE ONLINE VISIT

www.animalcareleague.org
(supporting the acl – volunteer)
