VOLUNTEER UPDATE
March 18, 2011 
VOLUNTEERS ARE WELCOME (and needed) 365 DAYS A YEAR!

This is your place to find out how you can best help our animals!  We encourage you to visit this site, and the shelter, early and often!




HOPE THERE’S NO CONFUSION 

DOGS CAN BE WALKED AT ANY TIME THROUGHOUT THE DAY, HOWEVER IF YOU ARE HERE AT 8 a.m., 1 p.m., AND 6 p.m. PLEASE FOLLOW THE NEW PROTOCOL FOR THOSE TIMES.
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WE’RE HAVIN’ A PAINTING PARTY and we need your help!

Did you sneak a peek at the new feline addition?  You know, all that new construction next to the pop machines.  We need those rooms and we need them soon so we’re hoping our volunteers can help us out!

(You do not need to volunteer for both days)

Saturday, March 26TH.  From 3:30 – 5:00 we will need help masking the trim and covering the floors to make everything ready to paint on Sunday. 
Sunday, March 27th.  We’ll start painting at 1:00 and keep going until we are done!
If you can help, please contact Marci at marci@animalcareleague.org.  



HAVE YOU EVER SEEN A THREE DAY OLD KITTEN?

WHEN DOES A BABY KITTEN OPEN THEIR EYES?

WHAT’S A THREE WEEK OLD KITTEN LOOK LIKE?

HOW DO YOU FEED A BABY KITTEN?
IS THERE REALLY A KITTEN SEASON?
Yes, Virginia, there is a kitten season and it’s starting soon and will continue ‘til the first flakes fly.

To prepare for the arrival of the many kittens that are soon to arrive, acl is looking for persons who are interested in learning to bottle feed baby kittens.   When “bottle babies” arrive they cannot stay at the shelter for even a day.  They must immediately go into foster care.  If you are home during the daytime and would consider fostering a “bottle baby”, even for a short period of time, we would like to show you how.  

To participate in this training you must be over the age of 21 and home during the daytime hours. 

Learning how to feed does not commit you to becoming a foster.  Please contact jill @ 708-848-8155 for more information. 


A special thank you to each and every one of our volunteers who helped to make this year’s Baby Shower a tremendous SUCCESS!  

Volunteers were very busy throughout the afternoon greeting visitors, providing curb-side drop off service, carting and sorting all the many donations that ranged from laundry detergent, dog toys, cat litter, dish soap, paper towels, and most every item from our wish list (including postage stamps)!  Volunteers served refreshments (got to eat some too) and helped our guests interact with all the puppies and kittens!  

The ACL Baby Shower is an important donation drive that we just couldn’t do without!  We couldn’t have done it without your help and we appreciate you taking time out of your busy schedules to lend us a hand.  

If you would like to donate items to the shelter, please visit the website, www.animalcareleague.org, and look for our Wish List under Supporting the ACL

ARE YOU A HANDYMAN OR HANDYWOMAN?

DO YOU JUST SO HAPPEN TO HAVE CARPENTRY SKILLS?

ACL needs your help to complete a number of construction projects at the shelter and we need folks who are handy in a variety of ways.  ACL has the supplies, we just need the manpower.

If you have the skills we would really appreciate your help in any of these areas!  

· Puppy Pens – Vinyl sheet flooring needs to be installed in two small puppy pens (approx . 10’X4’ and 4’X6’).  Quarter round will also need to be installed.  

· Cages in new clinic need to have wood surround.  This will elevate the cages off the floor as well as help eliminate debris from being trapped between the cages.    

· Training Room – 4’x8’ sheets of vinyl need to be secured to bottom portion of walls in our 2nd floor training room (approximate room size 23’x35’).  This will provide protection to the drywall from the dogs.

· Plastic baseboard installation is needed throughout a number of areas in shelter. 

· Miscellaneous small “handyman” jobs are routinely needed throughout the shelter and we would love to compile a list of volunteers that have the know-how and desire to help us out with them from time to time.

If you can help with any of these projects, please stop in to see Marci, or contact me at marci@animalcareleague.org, 708-848-8155.
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Please remember that volunteer time at the shelter includes not only working with the animals, but WORKING FOR THE ANIMALS. We need everyone to help with general housekeeping duties such as laundry, dishes, sweeping, mopping and everything else in between!
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CANINE CORNER:
(A LITTLE SOMETHING TO CHEW ON)
SOMETHING NEW!  ACL has new potty break and feeding protocols for our dogs that count on you. This sheet should help you get started. If you have any questions, please ask a canine staff member.

PLEASE NOTE – DOGS CAN BE WALKED ANY TIME THROUGHOUT THE DAY, HOWEVER IF YOU VISIT THE SHELTER AT 8 a.m., 1 p.m., OR 6 p.m. PLEASE FOLLOW THE PROTOCOL BELOW.

Potty Breaks

•       Give all dogs in front kennels a 5 minute potty break three times a

day: 8 a.m., 1 p.m., and 6 p.m.

•       Fill your apron with poop bags and treats

•       Leash and walk each dog to potty area across street from shelter

•       Wait 3 minutes

•       Reward each dog for pee and/or poop with FOOD reward

•       Return dog to kennel

•       Mark whether dog peed or pooped on board

Feeding

•       All dogs are now hand fed or fed from chew toys daily

•       Grab a handful of dog food from the bucket on the front of each dog’s kennel

•       Feed through cage one piece at a time when the dog is behaving calm

and friendly

•       Enter cage and feed the dog one piece at a time if the dog is

approved for you level of training

•       Present food in closed hand and give when the dog is licking hand or

mouthing gently

•       Stuff a Kong with a handful of food and let dog spend happy, busy

time, chewing at the Kong to get the food out

Why?

•       Regular potty breaks will help each dog work on housebreaking or

maintain good potty habits while kenneled and waiting for their

forever home

•       Feeding by chew toys helps our dogs learn to chew on appropriate

objects and pass time in a fun and stimulating way while kenneled

•       Hand feeding helps our dogs learn to be gentle with people’s hands

•       Hand feeding will increase the amount of social interaction with

people for each dog, making each dog more confident and friendly

toward potential adopters
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ACL 2nd Chance Shop 
Have you visited our 2nd Chance Shop yet?

ACL’s 2nd Chance Shop is located at 808 Harrison, just a few blocks east of the shelter on the north side of the expressway.  The shop is a great place to pick up all sorts of items and every dollar they make directly benefits our animals.

You can support ACL by donating all sorts of things for resale at the shop, buying your treasures from the shop and even adopting one of our cats at the shop!

Hope every volunteer will take the time to check it out!
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WHAT’S THE GOOD NEWS!

So far this year we have had 146 adoptions!

66 cat adoptions

77 dog adoptions

2 bird adoptions
. . . AND 1 bunny
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Here are the adoptions from 3/08/11-3/014/11
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Cheddar    Rye    Confetti
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Philly    Sam    Missy    Jeff
Sweet Pea    Fudge    Pixie

and
Snuffles the Bunny!
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The ACL staff work daily to keep in step with the best ways to serve our animals.  From improving animal health and behavior through drawing adopters to our door and helping them find, and ultimately adopt a new companion animal.   How we care for our critters changes regularly and expectations for our volunteers change too.   To stay in tune with these changes we need you to visit the shelter and the “Volunteer Update” regularly.

WATCH FOR SIGNS AT THE VOLUNTEER STATION FOR EVEN MORE WAYS TO HELP!

Just a reminder:
All volunteers start as green level volunteers.  Green Level Volunteers may walk/play with green level dogs as well as cats/kittens that are out of cages. Anyone wearing a different color apron has earned it by contributing regular time at the shelter and taking additional training for that level.
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TAKE NOTE!  Parking on the south side of Garfield is posted as a loading/drop-off zone at specified times.  Also, the driveway next to the shelter is private property.  Please obey all signs and park appropriately.
BARKS AND MEOWS, BUNNY NOSE WIGGLES TOO!

FROM ALL THE CRITTERS AT ACL!
I looked at all the caged animals in the shelter. . . the cast-

offs of human society.  I saw in their eyes love and hope,

fear and dread, sadness and betrayal.  And I was angry.

“God,” I said, “this is terrible!  Why don’t you do

something?”

God was silent for a moment, and then He spoke softly, “I

have done something,”  He replied, “ I created You.”
If you have questions, concerns, or ideas to share, please contact Marci at volunteer@animalcareleague.org.
THANK YOU FOR VISITING THE VOLUNTEER UPDATE!
TO VIEW THE VOLUNTEER UPDATE ONLINE VISIT

www.animalcareleague.org
(supporting the acl – volunteer)
