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tHAnK YOu! we COuldn’t dO it witHOut YOu!
new/renewed VOlunteers

January through June 2009
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Robert Kells
Jeff and Mary Kay Javors
Paige Brewer
Laura Constans
Gary and Michelle Brandt
Cathy Cipparrone
Miranda Binns-Calvey
Ralph Romero and Elaine Luther
Howard Larkin
Roslyn and Rebecca Leehey
Megan Thomas
Kate Baca
Beth Lodal
Judy Humowiecki
Jade Rodriguez
Irene Karabel
Cara Guzman
Victoria Juran
Christian and Michele Golden
Amy Cardin
David Johnson
Victoria Izaguirre
Anne Jimenez
Greg Clark
Ruth Masters
Amanda Lamacki
Janice Bahde
Rebecca Winston
Elliot Zinger
Hideko Ngo
John Monaghan
Angela Smith-Houston
Alyson Sowers
Mike Baker and Dan Duke
Nicole Mahler
Anna Lee
Yescenia Gallegos
Kim Katz
Olivia Barroza-Murphy
Stasia Thompson
Kimberly Cleveland
John J. Tipton
Cecilia Saavedra
Barbara Verdich
Arielle Keuning
Anastacio Chacon
Martha Martinez-Souter
Paula Larsen
Colleen Olson
Camille Broadnax
Carol Ottolino
Elizabeth Ottolino
Theresa Cantafio
Kevin Kearns
Michelle Mirrielees Newman

Dennis McFarland
Abby Stegner-Freitag
Hend Al Harbi
Elizabeth Berg
Madeline Rossetti
Victoria Alexander
Irma Reyes
Ray Jordan
Suzanne McBride
Lisa Pearson
Pam Hooker
Adam Bauer-Goulden
Marcia Frank
James Johnson
Ariela Coles
Kristin Matthews
Gloria and Christine Mitchell
Emily Hartung
Chris Strange
Ed and Shannon Forst
Kim Crawford
Noelani Rosillo
Karen Brush
Karen Gilbert
Louis and Alison Corsino
Maria Evans
Annekea Taglia
John and Deborah Ann Mercer
Claudia Harris
Kristin Schultz
Michael Quinn
Sharon Henk and Steven Saraceno
Chris March and Melanie Kula
Nora Vazquez
Cynthia Fellencer
Nancy Burton
Mary Jo O’Brien
Cece Samp
Emily Moran
Beth Higgins
Jennifer LaFleur
Maggie O’Brien
Julie Moravec
Marta Koterba
Lynette Lovely
Roberta Lane
Kristin Logerquist
Meghan Hill
Brian Reilly
Roslyn and Rebecca Leehey
Michael and Michelle Doman
Michael Roccaforte
Roselle Badrina
Tracy Pancyrz
Megan Nolan

Carole Goodwin
Diana Cameron
Alexandra Kapustka
Matthew Mitchell
Kaila Gilbert
Katie Beamsley
Wendy Cole
Suzanne Ritzler
Augusta and Paul Lenehan
William and Linda Kucera
Dan Plotnick
Karina Villarreal
Tina Lewis
Mercedes and Felicia Koch
Ivette Franco
Christina Slabaugh
Mary Enderle
Brad Vestal and Margie Czerwionlea
Suzanne Lavin
Christine Allegretti
Adrienne Szarmack
Sharon Murphy
Lisa Youman
Claire Tyler
Shannon Berry
Lisa Pijon
Nicolas Collins and Susan Tallman
Karla Baldwin
Pat Harualis
Vicki Jacobsen
Alberto Martinez
Doreen Pruzin
Penny Siwula
Emilija Novitovic
Christine Nichols
Shannon McNulty-Clayton
Mary Hardison
John V. and Julie Mazzola
Joshua and Vivian Swibel
Jodi Bauer
Porsche Winfield
Serena Elvery
Patti Calabrese
Jon and Sheila Berleman-Paul
Jane Barker
Sandra and Madeline Brisben
Brian Hacker
Danielle Sanders
Randall Thompson
Heidi Wilton
Deborah Wing
Mark Winters
Kathy Capone
Glynis Kinnan
Dr. Katherine Walsh



Dianne Meltreger for Alice Moehrle
Phil and Jan Jecmen for Sandy the cat
Jean Forbes for Lena and Sebastian
Darleen Crocker for Susan Walsh
Lisa Woods for Nancy Stannardt
Kate Janush for “Mac” Larsen
Wendy Lester for Lorelei Scafaro
Andrea Alghalith for Lorie Scafaro
Cathy Santopietro, Kevan Plumlee, and Ty Petersen for Lorie Scafaro
Bureau of Labor Relations for Lorelei Christine Scafaro
Margery Longo and Lucy Wellwood for Ruth B Templeton
Chris Liddy and Larry Molaison for Lina Royal
Carl Speer for Lana (therapy dog)
Wendy Liska for Loreli Scafaro
Bob and Jane Sarver for Lori Scafaro
Doris E Johnson and Katie Gilson for Daniel Gilson
Ellen Jaffe for Daniel Gilson
Virginia Diaz for Daniel Gilson
Marilyn Goodman, Valerie Goodman, and Virginia Benepe for Daniel 
Gilson
Katie Gilson and Family for Daniel Gilson
Sharon Koos for Daniel Gilson
Mark and Janet Galbraith for Lorelei Scafaro
Susan Candee for Ann Farnham
Deborah Becker for Penelope
Nicole Balch for Daniel Gilson
Joelle and James Michalowicz for Ann Farnham
J.D. and M.M. Kapp for Ann Farnham
Donald Farnham for Ann Farnham
Betty Quinlisk for Ann Farnham

Laurie Beasley for Daniel Gilson
Scott and Tracy Blaszak for Ann Farnham
Marion and Milt Candee for Ann Farnham
Kenneth and Doris Hayes for Ann Farnham
Cindy Spriesch for Molly Scherer
Jeanine Camaren and Sharon Fregeau for Porkchop and Mikey
Oak Park Arts District for Daniel Gilson
Carol and Gene Harris for Scruffy the cat
Gary and Michelle Brandt for Anna Testore
Edwin Chart for Donald Kavdelka, Grammy, and Meow Meow
Peter and Marietta Norvid for Oliver Atkin
Rena Williamson for Ann Farnham
Frances Sullivan for Oliver Atkins
Anita Karlson for Rascal, Polo, Merlyn, Autumn, and Rufus
Mary C Cahill for Daniel Gilson
Margo Dummelle for Daniel Gilson
Donna Daguanno for Annabelle
Michelle Sabbia for Ann Farnham
Julia P Bergenske Alexsis, Delia, Datie, Lily, and Greta  for Angel 
Zimmerman
Joanna Vanni for Marty
Gretchen Alonzo for Casey Bay
Sylvia Flory for Yogi (Robin Aker’s dog)
Marilyn Feinberg for Jinx and Gypsy
Lillian Fisher for Glady Carlson
Simone Rich for Lightning Bug
Donna LaSage for Son Schieler
Colleen Hintz for Ginger
Betty DiPasquale for Gregory DiPasquale

8

memOriAls 
January 1, 2009 through June 30, 2009

HOnOrs
January 1, 2009 through June 30, 2009

Animal Care league newsletter • Fall 2009

Georga and Allen Parchem for Lori Decker and Jeff &Ellie MacLean
June Seiden for Stephanie Yeager
Scott Johnson for Mary Driscoll
Joe Eagleeye for Perkinz, Emily, Ben, Dusty, Melissa, Waldo, Midnight, 
Rocky, and Charcoal
Cathie Jannetto for TAZ 1992-2008
Doug Kraft for Stephanie Yeager
Cindy McCabe for Charlie Moss
Gail Holmberg for Renee Cariere
Susan Decker for the Decker and Lawley families
Josh Arnoldus for Lucky and Penny
Mark Schlosser for Isabel and Brenna
Diane Menza for Margaret Parker
Alan Amberg for Ruth Amberg, Jim Lantelme, and Anna Lantelme
Colleen Hintz for Susan
Scott Dallam for ave Dallam, Rocio Munoz, and Gabriel Dunbar
Maura Quinn for Mr. Freckles and Princess Deco
Neil Goulden for Adam and Lia Bauer-Goulden
Joseph and Anna Blaha for Pat Gwozdz
Robert and Wendy Planek for Emily Schrek’s B-Day
Craig and Carmel Failor for Emily Schrek’s B-Day
Matthew and Katherine Kelleher for Emily Schrek’s B-Day
Charles and Susan Redden for Emily Schrek’s B-Day

Madelyn Martino Nabicht for Emily Schek’s B-Day
Neil Taylor and Susan Kim Cottee for Emily Schrek’s B-Day
Peter and Tracy Barber for Emily Schrek’s B-Day
Michael Iversen and Laura Young for Ingrid Iverson’s B-Day
Thomas Wegener for Ingrid Iverson’s B-Day
Christine and David Linde forIngrid Iverson’s B-Day
Betsy Krause for Stephanie Yeager
Julia Pesek for Elliot Pesek (ACL Alum Pedro)
Carolyn Vincent for Ted P and Miss Queenie
Margaret Poepp for Tiger Lily
Harriet Hausman for Noel Elfant’s B-Day
Sara Marzullo for Briejo
Linda Nordin for Nancy
Caryn Smigiel for Sharon and Bridget Fregeau
Susan Kieta for Ronnie (cat)
Ed Garvey for Kathy Capone
Gina Kolk and Thomas Walsh for Matt Walsh’s 1st Communion
Nancy Grant for Betty Moore
Dana Ginsberg for Deborah Ginsberg and Seth Buntain
Robert Schmidt for Dana Connell
Jessica Wollmuth for Ava Keith
Marilyn Feinberg for Cookie
Emily Beamer for Michele Carlon
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The past year has been good to The Animal Care 
League’s 2nd Chance Shop and it continues to 
improve every day. More and more people learn 
about the shop and when they come to visit they 
like what they find and spread the word. Because 
people feel good that the money from their dona-
tions go to support the shelter, they feel good 
about donating high quality items. Shoppers 
know that they will find quality merchandise at 
very discounted prices and since the merchan-
dise changes daily, every visit is an adventure. 
At any time the shop may have antiques, vintage 
and contemporary items, knick knacks, women’s 
clothing, jewelry, books, small furniture, kitchen 
items, collectables, and more. Jewelry is one of 
our biggest sellers and the selection ranges from 
current, fun, costume, antique and vintage, to 
designer jewelry and art pieces that fill three 
good sized cases. To see some of our current 
merchandise check us out on Craigs List.

The shop also carries new pet supplies including 
several types of cat litters; Dr Elsey’s Cat Attract 
is an excellent litter for cats who may be having 
some trouble using the litter box consistently, 
and it has proven itself over and over. Dr Elsey’s 
Precious Cat litter is a great hard clumping, 
low dust litter that makes it easy to keep the 
box clean. And the newest litter is Feline Pine 
Clumping litter. Its advantage is that it clumps 
well, naturally deodorizes, is very light weight, 
compostable, flushable and very affordable. 

In the past year we have begun selling custom 
made cat trees, towers & scratching posts made 
by a local craftsman at very affordable prices. 
They are solid and well made of sturdy lumber, 
no cardboard, eco friendly carpeting, no glues, 
adhesives, come with attached toys, are sprayed 
with catnip, and offer a variety of scratching sur-
faces. There are thirteen models to choose from 
and you can request custom features of your own 
design. The shop cats love them; all the buyers 
have been thrilled and report they are a huge 
success with their cats at home too. Stop in to 
see the all your choices.

In the past year we continued to host claw trim-
ming demonstrations, and feral cat information/ 
workshops and are planning more. Feral cats are 
present in all our neighborhoods and it has been 
well proven that trap/neuter/release is a humane 
and successful way to manage them, and over 
time has reduced their population. Watch our 
website for dates for the t/n/r workshops.

The shop cats have proven to be very popular 
with new and regular customers and many have 
been adopted. Since January 2008 the shop has 
adopted out 48 cats and kittens. Often they are 
cats that have been overlooked at the shelter 
because they were adult, chubby, not the pret-
tiest, a bit shy or want to be only pets, but they 
are still terrific pets and we have the letters from 
their adopters to prove it. Come meet some of 
our cats and who knows, you may fall in love. 
And make sure you come to see the murals dec-
orating our walls. Several local artists donated 
their time, talents and supplies to create colorful 
murals celebrating cats. We especially want to 
thank them; Camille Roman, Lauren Stohler, and 
Derek Quint.

The shop is mostly staffed by ACL volunteers and 
we can always use more help. If you are interest-
ed contact Stephanie at the shop, 708-383-9660 
or Mandolesi@comcast.net. 

Be sure to visit the 2nd Chance Shop page on 
our website for more information on upcom-
ing events, adoptable cats and more at www.
AnimalCareLeague.org  

Thanks to our current volunteers, Gayle Smith, 
Isla Bolen, Carolle Gaines, Jeffery Wadsworth, 
Stephanie Yeager, Amy Versetto, Andrew 
Michaels, Claire Fitzgerald, Laura Willis, Jamie 
Pool, Chris Will, Angela Thusat, Kristin Schultz, 
Libby Talaber, Jana McIlroy.

And donations from our wish list are much 
appreciated.
Jewelry Boxes
Scotch Tape
Safety Pins
Toilet Paper
Paper towels,
Shopping bags
Zip lock baggies
Large Black and Kitchen Trash Bags
Price Tags and Labels
Simple Green, Citrus, 7th Generation, or other 
non-toxic cleaner,
Clumping Cat Litter,

And as always, thanks for your support! 

ACl 2nd CHAnCe sHOP news
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tHe stOrY OF COsmO

continued from the Spring Newsletter
As you might remember, in our last newsletter 
we told the story of Cosmo who was adopted 
twice from ACL but when he went home, he 
became so frightened he hid and wouldn’t come 
out, so he was returned to the shelter both times. 
He then went home with a member of our staff 
to see if we could work through his fear and find 
out if he was able to acclimate to a new environ-
ment.

Cosmo was kept separate from the family’s other 
pets for about three weeks and during that time 
he had lots of visits from the human members 
of the family. At first he was shy and hid under 
the bed, but the humans just sat down on the 
floor and read a book and it did not take long 
before Cosmo slipped out from under the bed 
and laid down next to them and after a few pets 
and scratches under the chin, he rolled over and 
offered his lovely cinnamon colored tummy for 
a rub. This became a ritual and it wasn’t long 
before he was waiting at the door of the room 
to greet anyone who came in to visit him. The 
next step involved introducing other members of 
the family – this was done slowly, one at a time, 
until Cosmo had met and interacted with every-
one (two-legged and four-legged). Once Cosmo 
was relaxed and happy with his visitors, he was 
taken on a “walk-about” of the second floor of 
the house where he was living so he could see 
other rooms and then he was gradually allowed 
to explore them on his own. It did not take long 
before he was brave enough to venture down to 
the first floor where he encountered the dogs that 
lived there. Strangely, the dogs did not frighten 
him at all and he quickly got very comfortable 
around them.  

Cosmo is very sociable with other animals and 
because he seemed so happy in his new envi-
ronment, a vote was taken, and Cosmo’s foster 
family adopted him. Everyone in the house 
(two-legged and four-legged) adores him and his 
easy-going demeanor. He enjoys laying in the 
windows watching squirrels and birds and cud-
dling up with other kitty friends for some naps 
and occasionally he gets kisses and a bath from 
them. Every night he snuggles up against his new 
owners in bed and sleeps soundly until morning 
when he stretches, yawns, and demands break-
fast. Cosmo is now enjoying life!
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Animal Care League Membership
The ACL is happy to announce that we have improved our membership benefits with the cooperation of local  
businesses. The grid below outlines the membership levels and the benefits of each. For a list of participating  

businesses in our membership program, please visit our website at www.animalcarelegue.org

Membership
Level

Puppy
Power

Here
Kitty Kitty

Biscuits 
and Catnip

Pet 
Companion
Champion

Animal 
Angels

Endowment

Cost $25.00 $50.00 $150.00 $500.00 $1,000.0

Biannual Newsletter

Monthly “Members 
Only” Newsletter

(via email)

Discounts/Perks and  
Local Businesses

Acknowledgement  
in the Biannual  

Newsletter

ACL Coffee Mug  
or Travel Cup

Picture of You and/or 
Your Pet Hung at ACL

Pet Portrait
Taken by a Professional

Photographer

Members Only Behind 
the Scenes Tour of ACL

A Kennel with a Plaque 
Bearing Your Name for 

One Year

ACL Shelter & 
Second Chance 

Shop

Puppy Power 
+ 5 Local 
Businesses

Puppy Power 
+ 10 Local 
Businesses

Puppy Power 
+ 10 Local 
Businesses

Puppy Power 
+ 10 Local 
Businesses
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FRIENDS OF ACL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Check one box below for the level of membership you wish to pledge

o Puppy Power - $25    o Here Kitty Kitty - $50    o Biscuits & Catnip - $150

o Pet Companion Champion - $500    o Animal Angels Endowment - $1,000

Name _________________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________________ State ________ Zip ___________________

Phone ___________________________ Email ________________________________________________

Payment Options (check one)	 o Cash	 o Check (payable to Animal Care League)	 o Credit Card	

Credit Card Type 	 o Visa	 o Master Card	 o Discover

Card Number _______________________________________________ Expiration Date ____________

ACL is a not for profit organization. All donations are tax deductible.

1013 Garfield Street
Oak Park, IL 60304

A TALE OF TWO KITTIES

Would our older tabbies accept the new kitty we were adopting? There was 
no time to prepare the usual way, by introducing a blanket or toy with the 
scent of the other, but where there is a will there is a way

Six-week-old Marcus planted all four feet in the palm of my hand as he 
faced the two giants who reigned over the house, and hissed! This won 
their hearts. From that day forward, our tabbies not only tolerated Marcus’s 
playful cuffs and pounces, they recaptured some of the playfulness of their 
own youths. Marcus grew to be a huge Maine coon cat, beloved by all 
throughout his healthy fourteen years.

We rescued Blackie the Kitchen Cat from the plastic bag in which his 
owner tossed him toward the river. We saw it hit the concrete barrier, but 
the vet to which we rushed him found no serious injuries, just a great need 
for loving care to overcome his lingering fear. He did not hiss, but crept 
toward a quiet corner of the kitchen where the tabbies let him know it was 
safe to rest, play, and eat. And one night I got up to find the big tabby qui-
etly dropping a toy beside Blackie’s bed as he slept. 

Betty Moore
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Thanks to Dan at EZMAIL services 
for getting this newsletter to you!

The Animal Care League • 1013 Garfield • Oak Park, IL 60304
708/848-8155

The ACL is a non-profit organization dedicated to homeless animals. Not funded by the Village of Oak Park,  
we rely on donations and fund raising events to support out work.

Donation

❏ I wish to make a donation

❏ I wish to make a donation in honor of ______________________________________________________________

❏ I wish to make a donation in memory of ____________________________________________________________

❏ I wish to make a donation to the Endowment Fund ___________________________________________________

Amount Enclosed $ _________________

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________________________________________ State _____________________

Phone (day) _________________________________________ Phone (eve) __________________________________

Email ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Donations are tax deductible. Address change? Please notify us!


