
ANIMAL CARE LEAGUE  

   1011 Garfield, Oak Park, IL 
60304 

   Phone: 708-848-8155 

   www.animalcareleague.org 
 

Hours:  

   Tues, Wed, Fri 12 pm - 6 pm 

    Thursday 12 pm - 7:30 pm 

    Saturday 11 am - 5 pm 

    Sun-Mon closed 
 

ISSUE HIGHLIGHTS  

   Wish List   4 

   Members   7 

   Memorials/Honors  8 

   Volunteers  9 
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NEWSLETTER OF THE         

ANIMAL CARE LEAGUE 

FALL 2011 
4th ANNUAL GIVEôEM SHELTER 

Do not miss your chance to attend the 4th 

annual Giveôem Shelter event to be held 

Saturday September 24th from 6 to 10pm.  

We will again be at the fabulous Primitive 

gallery and this year we are offering the 

chance to win a 2yr lease for a  2012 MER-

CEDES BENZ!! 

Thatôs right, tickets are on sale right now to 

not only attend this wonderful event, but 

also to enter to win a brand new Mercedes 

Benz.  Raffle tickets are limited to 1,000 

total, so your chances are very good to win. 

  

Event features: 

¶ Music by the Tone Questers 

¶ Food 

¶ Drink (2 drink tickets with each registration and  

then cash bar) 

¶ ACL Animals 

¶ 2012 Mercedes Benz Car Raffle 

Prices 

¶ Event only: $75 in advance; $125 at door 

¶ Car raffle only: $100 (only 1,000 sold total) 

¶ Event and car raffle: $150 in advance, $200 at     

the door 

Animal Care League 4th Annual Giveôem Shelter RSVP  

Saturday September 24,  2010 ï 6pm to 10pm 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Guest Name(s) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address                  Apt  Phone 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City                 State                 Zip 
 

Please detach & return RSVP by Sept 17th to: Animal Care League; Attn: Tom, 1011 Garfield St, Oak Park, IL 
60304 

If raffle ticket purchased, above info will be used to fill out raffle ticket for you and a receipt will be sent to the 

above address. 
 

Ǐ  Please reserve ______ tickets for me ($75 each) 
 

Ǐ  I cannot attend, but I would like to purchase _______car raffle tickets ($100 each) 

 

Ǐ  I would like to purchase ________ event/raffle ticket combination package(s) ($150 each) 

 

Ǐ  I cannot attend but I would like to donate $_______ to the Animal Care League  
 

 

Please enclose a check or money order payable to the Animal Care League or fill out the information below to 

pay by credit card.  
 Visa           Master Card         Discover      Amount $_____________  

 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Account #        Expiration Date  

 

A special thanks to Mercedes of Westmont 

for providing this wonderful vehicle for our 

raffle 
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FOUR PAWS SOCIETY 

Join our Four Paws Society! A minimum gift of $5,000 with an ACL annuity, add to 

the ACL endowment fund, or include ACL in your will. Complimentary ticket to our 

annual Spring For The Animals luncheon at the Oak Park Country Club is one of the 

benefits of membership. The following people have already joined this prestigious 

club and we would love for you to join them.  
 

Gatewood Foundation, Lynne Cooper Harvey Foundation, Chatka and Tony 

Ruggiero, Emily Darak, Kathy and Jim Capone, Betty DiPasquale, Maria Schmidt, 

Georgia Dvorak, June Kakacek and Kathryn Corona, Patricia Poskitt , Maria 

Schmidt, Judith Lorenzi Estate, and OPRF Community Foundation 

NEWSLETTER  

Photographer Michelle Lytle 

OUR PEOPLE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
President Chatka Ruggiero 

Vice President Stephanie Yeager 

Secretary Lisa Polk 

Treasurer Mary Ann Schott 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Robin Akers, Mike Charlie (exofficio), 

Brian Cheske, Pat Gwozdz, Ric Kucera, 
Joan Gumble, Diane Menza, Betty 

Moore and Jennifer Thomas 

ADVISORY BOARD  

Mena Boulanger, Kathy Deets, Paul 

Harvey Jr., Errol Kirsch, Glen Joffe, 
Ruth McLaren, Tony Miezio, and   

Claudia Morgan 

SHELTER STAFF 

Executive Director Tom Van Winkle 

Operations Manager Marci Watt 

Manager of Feline Operations 

Pat Cronin 

Manager of Canine Operations 

Ellen Milad 

Office Manager/Behavior Consultant 

Carol Craig 

Behavior Enrichment Coordinators 

Gretchen Decker/Bridget DôAnca 

Adoption Counselor 

Gayle Smith, Donna LaSage, Jill      
Lebovitz, Carrie Gobernatz and Chris 

Meyer 

Vet Clinic 

Mary Eisenlohr DVM, Sophia               
Kuznetzow, Dawn Sundstrom and Katie 

Williams 

Animal Care Technicians 

Tiffany Moore, Anna Munz, Evan Munz, 

Andrea Schwartz , Sara Skiba and Tanya 

Wilberton 

Second Chance Shop 

Stephanie Mandolesi 
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Presidentôs Message Fall 2011 
 

All through the year we ask our members and 

supporters for financial support through various 

fundraisers. With the state of the economy, it 

may be more difficult for our donors to give the 

level of financial support that they would like.     

 

I would like to remind everyone of an option that is beneficial to the 

donor and Animal Care League. Recently we became one of the 

beneficiaries of an estate. Part of these funds were used toward the 

purchase of a commercial van. This item has been on our wish list 

and badly needed for some time. The new van is used to transport our 

animals to offsite adoptions and to bring in new animals from other 

facilities. And this was made possible through a bequest from Judith 

Lorenz, a past supporter of ours. 

 

Please keep this option in mind if it is your desire to remember ACL 

in your estate plans. We are very appreciative of those who have al-

ready done so. 

 

Every day we should be thankful for the wonderful pets with whom 

we share our lives! 

 

                     Chatka Ruggiero 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  

Itôs Holiday Bazaar Time Again! 

 

It is time to mark your calendars!  The 26th annual Holiday Bazaar is just around the corner.  The important dates to re-

member are December 2nd and December 3rd.  Donôt miss out on the fun this year! All those great gifts, holiday d®cor, and 

pet gifts are already coming in.  Rumor has it that Santa will be on hand  Saturday 10:00am-2:00 pm for pictures (pets are 

welcome!).  Aside from all the treasures for sale, we will have baked goods, music, and our famous basket raffle!  Stepha-

nie Skrine will be available with chair massages for the weary shoppers! 

 

Plans for this huge event are in the works, but there is much to do to help make this event a success.  We need new or gen-

tly used holiday items and gift items, so when you are doing your fall housecleaning, keep us in mind! We can find a good 

home for many of your gently used holiday decorations, jewelry, gift items, etc.  Pass them on to us and help our pets 

while they wait in our shelter for their forever home.  We are also in need of raffle prizes for our basket raffle.  It is never 

too early to drop items off at the shelter.  We are looking for volunteers to help with pricing, make easy crafts (some sup-

plies are available), bake, help with setup and tear down, as well as be available during the event to help our customers.  If 

this sounds like something you canôt resist, please contact Robin Akers at (708) 771-2719 or e-mail Roba656@aol.com.  

 

Every year, it is amazing to see what people find in the way of great gift items, crafts, holiday décor, and perfect pet gifts 

for your favorite four footed friend! 

 

Be a part of our festive event this year!  If you cannot work, please come and shop, eat some baked goods, listen to music, 

and get into the holiday spirit with us as we help the animals. 

 

Donôt forget to mark your calendars:  Friday December 2nd 3:00-9:00pm and Saturday December 3rd 9:00am-3:00pm.  The 

location this year?  Well, at press time we are still on the search, but look for information on our web site as the date draws 

near!  You will also receive a postcard if you are on our mailing list.  Tell your friendséit is an event that is not to be 

missed in Oak Park!  Find that perfect gift and help our furry friends!  

Welcome to our fall newsletter.  You will notice a couple of changes this month which we hope will make our 

newsletter more enjoyable for you.  Creating a newsletter is very challenging because we have so much informa-

tion to fit into a limited amount of space.  We need to update you on our fundraising efforts, let you know about 

upcoming events, thank all of our supporters and share animal stories with you.  On top of this, we need to do all 

of this in the space we have to ensure we are using your donation dollars as wisely as possible.  So, how can we 

do this? 

This fall we have decided to team up with our website to provide all of this information and more.  We value each 

and every member and volunteer of our organization and know that without your help, caring for over 1,100 ani-

mals a year would not be possible.  Yet, listing each member and volunteer in the newsletter prevented us from 

telling you about the animals you are helping.  To accomplish both goals ï thanking our supporters and sharing 

animal stories, we have created a page on our website to thank all of our members and volunteers.  This way eve-

ryone will know you are a valued member of the ACL family and we can use the space in the newsletter to share 

stories of the animals you are helping with your donations and time. 

I want to personally thank each and every supporter of the shelter.  We would not exist without you and we en-

courage everyone to visit our website (www.animalcareleague.org) to see the names of the people who help make 

all of this possible. 
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ACL 2nd Chance Shop 

Hi, this is Stephanie Mandolesi, the Manager of the Animal Care Leagueôs 2nd Chance 

Shop.  I want to take some time today to tell you about a fun and exciting way to sup-

port the animals at the Animal Care League.      

 

 Have you heard about ACLôs 2nd Chance Shop?  The 2nd Chance Shop is part of the 

ACL, and is a resale and vintage shop that sells items and uses the profits to support the 

animals at the ACL.  When you shop at our store you can save money, and at the same 

time help us rescue, care for and adopt out cats, dogs, rabbits, and our other pets.  We 

have new items, gently used, vintage and antique merchandise, so youôre sure to find 

some treasures. And while you are there you can visit with the adoptable shop cats.  

Who knows, you may fall in love and take one or two home along with your other great 

bargains. 

 

 Cats are chosen to come to the shop for various reasons. Sometimes they are not com-

fortable with the number of cats at the shelter.  Some cats have been at the shelter a long 

time, maybe they are not kittens anymore, or they are shy, or chubby or not the prettiest, 

or maybe even the wrong color.  This was the case with Porsche; she was a wonderful 

cat in every way, sweet, gentle, friendly, snuggly and beautiful, but she was over ten 

years old and black.  Yes, its true, black cats & dogs are the last to be adopted, but I fell 

in love with her.  She came home with me and fit into my multi-cat home with very 

little hoopla.  She is even more outstanding than I realized.  She has chosen ñCarmenò 

as a new name for her new life.  I will let her tell you her story: 

 

     ñI was adopted as a kitten, along with my brother, and lived comfortably with my 

family for almost ten years.  I thought we were happy but one day my brother and I 

were put in the garage and a strange man came, put us into little cages and loaded us 

into a truck.  It was one of the most frightening times of my whole life.  I donôt know 

why we were discarded by our family. We missed them and waited at the shelter for 

them to come get us.  They never came for us, and even though the people at Animal 

Care League were nice and took good care of us, it wasnôt home.  I did my best to make 

friends with everyone I met and hoped for another home.  I stood at the window and 

looked as pretty as I could and greeted everyone who came through the door but they 

always chose another cat.  I just didnôt know why.  Eventually my brother and I were 

adopted together. When we were just beginning to get comfortable in our new home, 

we were given to another person.  We only stayed there for a short while and then we 

were put into a cardboard box and into a car again.  We found ourselves, alone, in a 

strange and scary outside place.  I was so afraid.  Soon we were again put into a small 

cage and a noisy truck and taken back to the Animal Care League.  After a long time 

my brother was adopted and I was sent to the 2nd Chance Shop where I made many new 

friends,.  There was one new friend in particular who was there everyday and one day 

she took me home!  I am making friends with my new cat family and I feel so happy in 

a home I know I will be in forever.ò 

 

Porscheôs story is not unique.  Every day the ACL 2nd Chance Shop has 1 to 4 cats who 

have had hard luck, but could be wonderful companions.  All of our kitties are special, 

so consider visiting our shop to meet the cats, and shop for a good cause! 

 

For location, hours, and adoptable cats visit our website: http://

www.2ndchanceshop.org/. We get great re-

views and happy customers are our best adver-

tisement! 

 If you want to know more about the shop, 

merchandise, sales, adoptable cats, and adopted 

cats, you can follow us on Facebook: http://

companies.to/ACL2ndChanceShop/ . 

Or call us at 708-383-9660, or come visit, 808 

Harrison Oak Park. 
 

ANIMAL CARE LEAGUE WISH 

LIST  
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LAUNDRY AND CLEANING SUP-

PLIES 

Antibacterial liquid hand soap 

Antibacterial hand sanitizer 

Laundry detergent (powder or liquid) 

Liquid Bleach 

Dishwasher detergent 

Antibacterial dish soap 

Dryer fabric softener sheets 

Garbage bags (13 gallon or 33 gallon) 

Gently used towels and blankets (No 

pillows, sheets or pillowcases) 

ANIMAL CARE SUPPLIES - DOG 

Sturdy dog toys (large rope toys, 

squeaky toys) No tennis balls/stuffed 

animals 

Hot dogs (for training) 

Canned dog food (any brand) 

Pig ears (large) 

Soft or hard dog treats 

Science Diet Small Bites  

Gently used dog crates 

ANIMAL CARE SUPPLIES ï CAT  

Kitty litter (non-clumping) 

Cat toys (crinkle balls, jingle balls, 

feather wands, etc) 

Canned cat/kitten food (pate or ground) 

No fish. 

Gently used cat carriers 

PAPER GOODS  
Kleenex 

Toilet Paper 

Paper Towels 

OFFICE SUPPLIES 

Copy/Printer paper (white or colored) 

Postage Stamps 

Inkjet mailing labels 

Pens (inexpensive stick type) 

Scotchtape 

Dry Erase Markers 

 

And of CourseéCash Donations  

Thank you! 
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