
ANIMAL CARE LEAGUE  

   1011 Garfield, Oak Park, IL 60304 

   Phone: 708-848-8155 

   www.animalcareleague.org 
 

Hours:  

   Tues, Wed, Fri 12 pm - 6 pm 

    Thursday 12 pm - 7:30 pm 

    Saturday 11 am - 5 pm 

    Sun-Mon closed 
 

ISSUE HIGHLIGHTS  

   Wish List   4 

   Members   7 

   Memorials/Honors  8 

   Volunteers  9 
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         14th ANNUAL SPRING FOR THE ANIMALS LUNCHEON  

Our annual luncheon will be held at the beautiful Oak Park Country Club, 2001 North 

Thatcher Avenue, River Grove IL. This is the Animal Care Leagueôs largest fundraiser of 

the year and we hope everyone will participate in some way by attending the luncheon, 

buying raffle tickets, making a donation, or all three! 

This year we will not have the usual raffle, but have changed it to the 50/50 raffle-a 

chance to win cash! After all the raffle monies have been collected we will award 50% of 

it to the raffle winner and 50% to ACL. 

Also new this year will be entertainment provided by the Festival Theatre of Oak Park 

As the tradition continues we will feature a guest MC, adoptable ACL cats and dogs, the 

silent and live auctions, our gift bags, and of course the sumptuous buffet! 

It continues to be important that 100% of all monies collected for the luncheon directly 

benefit the ACL. This has only been possible thru the generous underwriting of the lunch-

eon by the Lynne Cooper Harvey Foundation. Thank you to Paul for carrying on his 

motherôs tradition.  

NEWSLETTER OF THE         

ANIMAL CARE LEAGUE 

SPRING 2011 

Animal Care League 14th Annual Luncheon RSVP  

Sunday, 1st May 2011 ï 11 am until 3 pm 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Guest Name(s) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address                  Apt    Phone 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City                     State                 Zip 
 

Please detach and return RSVP by April 25th with completed 50/50 Raffle ticket stub(s)  
TO: Chatka Ruggiero, 814 Ashland Ave, River Forest, IL 60305 

or bring raffle ticket stubs to the luncheon. 
 

Please reserve ______ tickets for me ($70 each) 
 

I would like to buy a        6 person table ($390) or an        8 person table ($520) under my name.  
(Please list guestôs names on back of RSVP) 

 

I cannot attend but I would like to donate $_______ to the Animal Care League  
 

I would like to purchase _______raffle ticket(s) at $10 each or 3 for $25 
 

Please enclose a check or money order payable to the Animal Care League or fill out the information below to pay by 

credit card.  

 Visa           Master Card            Amount $_____________  
 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Account #        Expiration Date  

 
Signature________________________________________________________________ 

 

All proceeds will benefit the non-profit 501c (3) Animal Care League. Admission ticket cost is tax deductible less the 
fair market value of the meal ($35). No denim please. 

 

 

______________________________ 

Name 
 

_____________________________ 

Address      Apt      Phone 
 

______________________________ 

City            St         Zip 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Name 
 

_____________________________ 

Address      Apt      Phone 
 

______________________________ 

City            St         Zip 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Name 
 

_____________________________ 

Address      Apt      Phone 
 

______________________________ 

City            St         Zip 
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FOUR PAWS SOCIETY 

Join our Four Paws Society! A minimum gift of $5,000 with an ACL annuity, add to 

the ACL endowment fund, or include ACL in your will. There will be an annual 

luncheon at the Oak Park Country Club and the benefits of membership. Call us for 

details! The following people have already joined this prestigious club and we would 

love for you to join them.  
 

Gatewood Foundation, Lynne Angel Harvey, Chatka and Tony Ruggiero, Emily 

Darak, Kathy and Jim Capone, Betty DiPasquale, Maria Schmidt, Georgia Dvorak, 

June Kakacek and Kathryn Corona, Patricia Poskitt                                                  

and OPRF Community Foundation 

NEWSLETTER  

Design Kristina Conrady 

Photographer Michelle Lytle 

OUR PEOPLE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
President Chatka Ruggiero 

Vice President Stephanie Yeager 

Secretary Lisa Polk 

Treasurer Mary Ann Schott 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Robin Akers, Mike Charlie (exofficio), 

Brian Cheske, Pat Gwozdz, Ric Kucera, 
Joan Gumble, Diane Menza, Betty 

Moore and Jennifer Thomas 

ADVISORY BOARD  

Mena Boulanger, Kathy Deets, Paul 

Harvey Jr., Errol Kirsch, Glen Joffe, 
Ruth McLaren, Tony Miezio, and   

Claudia Morgan 

SHELTER STAFF 

Executive Director Tom Van Winkle 

Operations Manager Marci Watt 

Manager of Feline Operations 

Pat Cronin 

Manager of Canine Operations 

Ellen Milad 

Office Manager/Behavior Consultant 

Carol Craig 

Behavior Enrichment Coordinators 

Gretchen Decker/Bridget DôAnca 

Adoption Counselor 

Gayle Smith, Donna LaSage, Jill      
Lebovitz, Carrie Gobernatz and Chris 

Meyer 

Vet Clinic 

Mary Eisenlohr DVM, Sophia               
Kuznetzow, Dawn Sundstrom and Katie 

Williams 

Animal Care Technicians 

Jonathan Arcos, Blanca Contreras, Evan 

Munz, Andrea Schwartz and Tanya 

Wilberton 

Second Chance Shop 
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Presidentôs Message Spring 2010 
 

The last few years have been difficult for the shelter, 

a direct reflection of the economy. Fundraising is 

down, donations are down, and adoptions are down. 

We are meeting this challenge, but still maintaining 

the care and compassion our animals need and ad-

dressing our mission to serve more animals.  

 

During times like this the income from our endowment fund and invest-

ments becomes even more important. We thank those 6 donors who were 

able to add $26,000 to the ACL endowment fund. 

 

We have a quiet capital campaign going on right now. This will pay off the 

small interest free loan for our recent construction and pay for additional 

items: 1) fire/security alarm system for the newer building, 2) a large van 

for the transport of animals (we bring into our shelter many dogs and cats 

scheduled for euthanasia at other facilities), 3) new quarantine area for 

dogs. 

 

There are naming options throughout the shelter, for donations of $1,000 to 

$100,000. You can have your name on a plaque outside one of the kitten 

rooms, or the dog adoption suite, etc., or on the outside of the building! 

OUR NEW SPAY/NEUTER CLINIC HAS ALREADY BEEN NAMED! 

Stop by and see us or contact me at Chatkar@aol.com or Tom at 

Tom@animalcareleague.org for more details. 

 

Remember, every day we should be thankful for the 

wonderful creatures  with whom we share our lives!  
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FROM THE DESK OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  

As you read in the Presidentôs message, the last 

two years have been challenging for the Animal 

Care League (and most not for profits for that mat-

ter). Not only has the economy hit us from a finan-

cial standpoint, but it has also affected us down to 

our main mission-finding our animals new and 

loving homes. 

 

While we wish we could just give our animals 

away, charging an adoption fee is a necessary part 

of running a shelter. Adoption fees 

are an important source of revenue 

for the shelter, even though they 

donôt come close to covering the 

costs we put into each animal that 

comes through our doors. Because 

of the hard economic times, people 

are looking to save wherever possi-

ble and sometimes even a slight de-

crease in the adoption fee helps a 

great family add a pet to their lives. 

This puts us in a difficult situation. 

We want the animal to go to these 

wonderful families, yet reducing our fees puts the 

shelter in a financial strain. In response to this 

situation, we have developed the Adoption Partner 

Program. 

 

 

In this program, we ask our 

members to donate $25 more 

than their membership fee and 

in return, 100% of this addi-

tional donation is used to re-

duce the adoption fee on one 

of our animals. To participate 

in the program, a person sim-

ply needs to become a member 

(at whatever level they 

wish) and include an extra $25 with their 

payment. We will put that $25 towards 

the adoption fee of one of our pets and 

you will be notified when your sponsored 

pet is adopted, so you know your money 

went to great use. If you are already an 

active member, then you simply need to 

send in $25 and indicate that you would 

like to sponsor an animal.   

 

If you would like to directly help an ani-

mal get adopted, simply cut out the mem-

bership portion of this newsletter, choose 

a membership level and send in your member-

ship dues and add $25 for the Adoption Partner 

Program. Our animals would be very grateful 

for the help. 
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ACL 2nd Chance Shop 

Hi, this is Stephanie Mandolesi, the Manager of the Animal Care Leagueôs 2nd Chance 

Shop.  I want to take some time today to tell you about a fun and exciting way to sup-

port the animals at the Animal Care League.      

 

 Have you heard about ACLôs 2nd Chance Shop?  The 2nd Chance Shop is part of the 

ACL, and is a resale and vintage shop that sells items and uses the profits to support the 

animals at the ACL.  When you shop at our store you can save money, and at the same 

time help us rescue, care for and adopt out cats, dogs, rabbits, and our other pets.  We 

have new items, gently used, vintage and antique merchandise, so youôre sure to find 

some treasures. And while you are there you can visit with the adoptable shop cats.  

Who knows, you may fall in love and take one or two home along with your other great 

bargains. 

 

 Cats are chosen to come to the shop for various reasons. Sometimes they are not com-

fortable with the number of cats at the shelter.  Some cats have been at the shelter a long 

time, maybe they are not kittens anymore, or they are shy, or chubby or not the prettiest, 

or maybe even the wrong color.  This was the case with Porsche; she was a wonderful 

cat in every way, sweet, gentle, friendly, snuggly and beautiful, but she was over ten 

years old and black.  Yes, its true, black cats & dogs are the last to be adopted, but I fell 

in love with her.  She came home with me and fit into my multi-cat home with very 

little hoopla.  She is even more outstanding than I realized.  She has chosen ñCarmenò 

as a new name for her new life.  I will let her tell you her story: 

 

     ñI was adopted as a kitten, along with my brother, and lived comfortably with my 

family for almost ten years.  I thought we were happy but one day my brother and I 

were put in the garage and a strange man came, put us into little cages and loaded us 

into a truck.  It was one of the most frightening times of my whole life.  I donôt know 

why we were discarded by our family. We missed them and waited at the shelter for 

them to come get us.  They never came for us, and even though the people at Animal 

Care League were nice and took good care of us, it wasnôt home.  I did my best to make 

friends with everyone I met and hoped for another home.  I stood at the window and 

looked as pretty as I could and greeted everyone who came through the door but they 

always chose another cat.  I just didnôt know why.  Eventually my brother and I were 

adopted together. When we were just beginning to get comfortable in our new home, 

we were given to another person.  We only stayed there for a short while and then we 

were put into a cardboard box and into a car again.  We found ourselves, alone, in a 

strange and scary outside place.  I was so afraid.  Soon we were again put into a small 

cage and a noisy truck and taken back to the Animal Care League.  After a long time 

my brother was adopted and I was sent to the 2nd Chance Shop where I made many new 

friends,.  There was one new friend in particular who was there everyday and one day 

she took me home!  I am making friends with my new cat family and I feel so happy in 

a home I know I will be in forever.ò 

 

Porscheôs story is not unique.  Every day the ACL 2nd Chance Shop has 1 to 4 cats who 

have had hard luck, but could be wonderful companions.  All of our kitties are special, 

so consider visiting our shop to meet the cats, and shop for a good cause! 

 

For location, hours, and adoptable cats visit our website: http://

www.2ndchanceshop.org/. We get great re-

views and happy customers are our best adver-

tisement! 

 If you want to know more about the shop, 

merchandise, sales, adoptable cats, and adopted 

cats, you can follow us on Facebook: http://

companies.to/ACL2ndChanceShop/ . 

Or call us at 708-383-9660, or come visit, 808 

Harrison Oak Park. 
 

ANIMAL CARE LEAGUE WISH 

LIST  
3 

Animal Care Supplies  

(should be dropped off at the shelter) 

¶ Kitty litter (non-clumping) 

¶ Cat toys (pipe cleaners, sparkly pompoms, 

feather wands, etc.) 

¶ Dog toys (stuffed animals, large rope toys, 

squeaky toys, Kong toys...NO tennis balls 
please) 

¶ Catnip 

¶ Cardboard box tops from cartons of paper 

or the bottoms from cases of canned food 

(used as litter boxes for cages) 

¶ Canned cat, kitten, dog or puppy food 

¶ Soft dog treats 

¶ Hard dog treats 

¶ Old towels and blankets 
 

Laundry and Cleaning Supplies 

¶ Liquid fabric softener 

¶ Liquid bleach 

¶ Laundry detergent (powder or liquid-no tabs 

please) 

¶ Dishwasher detergent 

¶ Antibacterial dish detergent 

¶ Clorox or Lysol Antibacterial Wipes 
 

Paper/Plastic Goods and Office Supplies 

¶ Copy/printer paper 

¶ 6ò paper plates 

¶ Toilet paper 

¶ Paper towels 

¶ Garbage bags (30 Gallon, heavy duty) 

¶ Postage stamps 
4 
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BRENT: AKA FROSTY 

THE SNOW CAT 

One cold morning in Decem-

ber, a little black kitten was 

dropped off at the Animal 

Care League. He was sweet 

and friendly, but right away 

our staff noticed his ears 

were ñtipped overò, like a 

border collie dog. Our staff 

was initially suspicious that 

he might be a Scottish Fold 

breed cat, but nothing else in 

his build looked that way. I 

examined him, and thought 

that he was a common Do-

mestic Shorthair cat, who 

had been exposed to the cold 

for too long and had the first 

stage of frostbite. The rest of 

his exam was normal, so we 

sent him into foster care. He 

thrived with his foster fam-

ily, and returned after a few 

weeks with his ear tips dried 

out and cold to the touch. At 

that time we discovered  the 

tip of his tail was cold and 

stiff also. We scheduled him 

to be neutered, and at the 

same time remove the dead 

tissue from his ears and am-

putated the last third of his 

tail. His stitches came out 

this week, and Brent is now 

available for adoption. His 

short ears and tail give him a 

distinctive look, but his per-

sonality is bonus sized to 

make up for it! 

Lori Ann Decker, DVM/The Ani-

mal Care League   
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Huckleberry, the ñFranken-Bunnyò 

Huckleberry arrived at the Animal Care League as an Animal Control ñStrayò, but it was immedi-

ately clear that he was a well socialized and friendly pet rabbit.  He was a handsome tricolor male 

(if he were a cat, he would be a dilute calico) who would hop right over to you to be petted or 

brushed, and would even head butt your hand if you brought him fresh tasty treats.  After his 

holding period, we neutered him and everything went well.   

 

The next day, however, we noticed his right eyelid was slightly swollen.  We simply suspected 

that he had bumped his head while he recovered from anesthesia, and started him on some eye 

ointment for the weekend.  When we came in the next week, we were very surprised to see his 

eyelid was severely swollen and there was a ñscabò.  Upon closer examination, we discovered the 

ñscabò was a breathing hole for a cuterebra larva that had burrowed into Huckleberryôs skin while 

he had been outside.  These fly larvae usually affect small outdoor animals like wild bunnies, but 

can sometimes affect pets that are outside in the grass and dirt.   We put him under anesthesia 

again, to remove the parasite from under his skin.  The larva came out, but there was a lot of  

damaged skin in a place where there is not much extra skin on a bunny.  We applied medicated 

ointments, eye drops, and oral pain medications and antibiotics, which Huckleberry accepted as a 

perfect patient, but after a week the skin was still not healing, and it was obvious that there was 

also nerve and muscle damage preventing the eyelid from blinking and protecting the eyeball, 

resulting in a deep ulcer on his right eye.  We decided at this point that Huckelberryôs best chance 

for a pain free and medication free life would be to remove the affected right eye, and close the 

skin over the hole.  Huckleberry had anesthesia and surgery one more time, and recovered great!  

He had visible stitches on the right side of his face for 10 days, earning him the nickname 

ñFranken-bunnyò until the skin was healed and the stitches came out.   

 

Huckleberry adapted well to his new one sided vision, hopping around 

his pen and eating his favorite treats, and has been adopted into a home 

that accepts him just as he is! 

Once again, countless shoppers enjoyed all the wonderful gift items that they found at our 25th 

Annual Holiday Bazaar! 

A fundraising event of this size can only happen with the help of many volunteers, who spend 

their time baking, making crafts, pricing, moving and setting up merchandise or donating raffle 

prizes and merchandise. Many thanks to all of those who contributed and were involved in this 

yearôs event. 

A special thanks goes to the Community Bank for the use of the space on Oak Park Avenue 

again this year. Thanks also goes to Trader Joeôs for the pizza donation for our hardworking 

staff, and to AA Rental in Melrose Park for assisting with the tables and chairs for the event.  

Holiday shoppers not only got some wonderful gift items and baked goods, but had the opportu-

nity to listen to music by John Milan, and Jon Lewis or buy some artwork by Camille. When 

shoppers needed a break, Stephanie Skrine was there to provide a chair message. 

One of the big hits this year was ñSanta Philò. Thanks to him and his elves for taking photos 

with our furry friends. 

As in years past, Girl Scout and Boy Scout troops from all over the community were involved in 

making treats and gifts to sell at the bazaar. Thanks to all for their dedication to our animals. 

If you missed this yearôs bazaar, put it on the calendar for 2011! It is an event that is not to be 

missed! Get yourself into the holiday spirit. The dates are December 2 &3 this year, with the 

location yet to be announced. Want to help this year? When you begin your spring cleaning and 

need to find homes for those gently used holiday and gift items, or if you want to be a part of 

this yearôs event, contact Robin Akers (708) 771-2719 or email: Roba656@aol.com. It is never 

too early to start planning for the 26th annual bazaar. 

Thank you so much to each and every one of you that made this important fundraiser such a 

success for the ACL!  

2010 Holiday Bazaar another huge success! 
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You can tell a lot about a community by 
the way it treats its animals.  

 

SUPPORT THE ANIMAL 
CARE LEAGUE 

 

by remembering us in your estate plan-
ning. Ensure that our homeless animals 

always will have your support to find 
their lifetime homes. Please call, write 
or email us today to get more informa-
tion. We look forward to hearing from 

you.  
 

ANIMAL CARE LEAGUE 

1011 Garfield, Oak Park, IL 60304 

708 848-8155 

animalcare@ameritech.net 

MEET SILAS  

My name is Silas, and this is my story. I used to have people who took care 
of me, but I don't know what happened to them. All I know for sure is that 

I was out on my own trying to take care of myself for quite a while, and I 

wasnôt doing a very good job of it. I didnôt know how to find food, and I 
didn't know where to go to get warm. I hadnôt eaten in so long that all my 

bones stuck out, and it was getting harder and harder to walk because I 

didnôt have any energy. I decided to lie down for a while in a big pile of 
snow. It was Christmas Eve, and it was very cold, but I just didnôt have it 

in me to go any further.  

It turned out that I picked a very good place to rest. I was right next to the 

police department in Oak Park. One of the policemen found me sleeping in 

the snow. He picked me up and put me in his car and took me to the Ani-
mal Care League. He carried me in because my legs just wouldn't work 

anymore. I was also having a hard time waking up, maybe because I was 

so cold. But I heard what people were saying. Somebody even asked if I was alive.  

The people at ACL got busy taking care of me. They put me on a warm blanket and brought me food 

and water. I was so very hungry, but I was too tried to lift my head up to eat. Somebody sat next to 
me and held little bits of food up to my mouth. She talked softly to me and asked me to try and eat 

just a little. I did get a little down, and then I went back to sleep. I heard the people around me say 

that they hoped I made it through the night. So I did! 

I did wake up the next morning, and more people sat next to me and helped me eat. Somebody put a 

pretty sweater on me so I could make some body heat for myself. More days and nights went by, and 

I got stronger, and one day I was able to stand up. I recognized the people who took care of me and I 
thumped my tail when I saw them. I was even able to go out for short walks. I remembered things I 

used to know like ñfetchò and ñsitò.  

Weeks went by. I was still very skinny, but I didnôt look like a skeleton anymore. I loved to play with 

other dogs and to be with people. Although I still had a little leftover problem from when I was sick 

(for some reason I just fall down sometimes), the people at ACL said I was ready to be someone's pet 

again. I was put up for adoption, and THE VERY NEXT DAY I was adopted.  

I have some great people of my own now, and I know theyôll never make me look for my own food 
outside or sleep in the snow. They donôt even mind me falling down sometimes. They love me and I 

love them.  

Can I say a couple of things before I go? Thank you to the good policeman that found me and took 
me to ACL-you saved my life. Thank you to the staff and volunteers at ACL who cared so much 

about me. Thank you to all the people who come to animal shelters to find a pet. You all make happy 

endings where there were just sad stories, and it matters. Iôm living proof of that.  
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ANIMAL CARE LEAGUE NOW OFFERS CHARITABLE GIFT 

ANNUITIES  

a special giving opportunity for donors at least 60 years of age. Through Animal Care Leagueôs 

participation with the Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation, donors 60 years old and 

up can purchase a charitable gift annuity, partly charitable gift and partly purchase income inter-

est. Annuity rates are determined by the age of interest recipient and the rates available at the 

time that particular annuity contract is signed. For example, if a 75-year-old donor had contrib-

uted $10,000 to the Community Foundation specifically for Animal Care League on July 1, 

2005, the Community Foundation would have made an annual payment of $710 [7.1%] to the 

donor for life, based upon annuity rates at that time.  

Please contact our Shelter Director, Tom Van Winkle, at 708 848-8155 for more information 

about this opportunity or complete the form below and send it to Tom at the Shelter at 1013 

Garfield.  

To: Animal Care League, 1011 Garfield, Oak Park, Illinois 60304. 
Please contact me at the address and/or telephone number below: 

 

I would like more information about bequests and/or your charitable gift annuities.  
 

I would like to purchase a charitable gift annuity in the amount of _______________ 
 

I would like to notify you that I have named Animal Care League in my estate planning. 

 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Name 

________________________________________________________________________ 
Address       City           State    Zip 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number 
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